
 
 

May 7, 2020 
 
The Honorable Jerry Moran    The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 
Chairman       Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,   Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,  
Science and Related Agencies   Science and Related Agencies 
Senate Committee on Appropriations   Senate Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Richard C. Shelby    The Honorable Richard Durbin  
Chairman      Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Defense    Subcommittee on Defense 
Senate Committee on Appropriations   Senate Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander    The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Chairman      Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water   Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development      Development 
Senate Committee on Appropriations   Senate Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairmen Moran, Shelby, and Alexander and Ranking Members Shaheen, Durbin, and 
Feinstein: 
 
We write to express our strong support for further activating the Manufacturing USA network in 
response to the public health and economic crisis created by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The 
Manufacturing USA program has more than 1,900 member organizations, including community 
colleges, major research universities, economic development entities, and private companies.  
The program’s collaborations have supported more than 475 major research and development 
projects and more than 200,000 workers, students, and educators. To date, the network has 
attracted over $2 billion in private sector support, exceeding federal investment by more than a 
factor of two. The 2020 National Defense Authorization Act expanded and solidified the 
program’s mandate, reflecting the broad consensus—bolstered by recent reports from the 
National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) and Deloitte—that 
Manufacturing USA has proven its worth as a low-risk, high-return, strategic investment in 
America’s industrial future.  
 



This resource must be leveraged during the COVID-19 crisis.  We commend the Committee for 
the measures it has undertaken thus far, but we respectfully submit that further steps are 
warranted. The Manufacturing USA program brings leading private, public, nonprofit, and 
academic organizations together to develop and commercialize advanced manufacturing 
technologies. The innovations these partnerships produce help support a resilient domestic 
supply chain and a vibrant manufacturing economy.  In the short term, we urge Congress to 
enlist this network to address critical needs in the American supply chain—including vaccines, 
diagnostic products, personal protective equipment, and intensive care tools—by providing 
robust supplemental funding to the program in the next relief bill.  After the immediate crisis has 
passed, we call for bold expansion of the Manufacturing USA ecosystem to facilitate robust 
economic recovery while simultaneously fortifying the nation against future threats.  
 
Thank you for considering this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
________________________   ________________________  
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS    CORY GARDNER 
United States Senator     United States Senator 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________   ________________________  
GARY PETERS     KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND 
United States Senator     United States Senator 
 
 
 
 
 
 


